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Book Review:
MANAGING MARINE ENVIRONMENTS by R. A. Kenchington. Taylor and Francis,
New York. 248 pp. ISBN: 0-8448-1635-3 (1990)

The increasing interest being taken in the conservation of coastal and marine resources not
only in Australia but overseas as well, is reflected in the book being reviewed here. This
timely publication argues for the establishment of a regime of protected marine areas and
provides a wealth of experience on how to go about it. The author is particularly qualified in
this regard, having been responsible for much of the planning of the Great Barrier Reef
Marine Park over its formative 12 years or so.
According to its preface, the book is intended to 'introduce readers to contemporary multidisciplinary issues of planning and management of marine environments and natural
resources. It is not a comprehensive review of marine management ....' The book is divided
into four parts each of which consists of several chapters. The first part discusses the
theoretical framework for the management of marine resources and points out the differences
between marine and terrestrial environments in terms of linkages, interconnectivity and
continua. The second part relates the theoretical framework to some of the day-to-day
management realities. The third part uses the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park as a detailed
case study to illustrate many of the problems, approaches and mechanisms that arose during
the early years of its evolution. In the fourth section, many of the lessons learnt from the GBR
Marine Park are broadened in scope and outlook, and are adjusted for some of the differing
natural, socio-economic and cultural settings where they may be needed. An international
component is also added to reflect the increasing importance of international conventions,
treaties and programs. The last chapter provides a prognosis for 'sustainable development and
conservation of the seas and coastal fringes of the world.'
The text is well structured and combines the theoretical and practical aspects of planning for
marine protected areas to provide a useful working approach to anyone engaged in similar
tasks. The use of case studies, especially from the Galapagos and the Maldives, is particularly
helpful to those not working on the scale of the Great Barrier Reef, nor in a highly developed
socio-economic setting.
There are some minor editorial short-comings in the text which, while worth noting, do not
detract from the overall value and flow of the text. For example, Fig. 2.5 shows the exclusive
economic zone (abbreviated as 'EE2') with a width of 200 km (rather than 200 nautical miles)
from the territorial baseline; on p. 115 Djarkarta has been relocated from Java to Borneo; the
Seas and Submerged Lands Act 1973 was challenged by New South Wales (not Queensland
and Western Australia as stated on p. 127) in 1974 (New South Wales v. Commonwealth
(1975) 50 ALJR 218) to which all other States became joined; and, no key to the abbreviations
is given for table 13.1 on p. 162.
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There is little else to say about this fine work: The text is authoritative, stimulating, up-to-date
and easy to read. I found few typographical errors, which to me are one of the irritations of
many modern works. I would suggest, however, that the title is misleading - and that it would
have been preferable to call it "Planning for Marine Protected Areas'. In addition, the section
on International Arrangements could have been enlarged to cover such aspects as CITES,
Whaling Conventions, and some of the other numerous fisheries and marine agreements (e.g.
Miles, 1990). International marine affairs are not confined to IMO and UNESCO!
The author's bottom line is worthy of constant repetition: " ... the step between the heady
success of proclaiming marine protected areas and the discipline of achieving effective
management is a difficult one. It involves progressing from a dramatic political gesture with
relatively little commitment of resources to acceptance of a perpetual commitment of
significant management resources." Perhaps some comments could have been offered
regarding finding those management resources where consolidated revenues does not meet
those expectations.
Finally, although with a considerable Australian emphasis and perspective, 'Managing Marine
Environments' is an excellent reference book for anyone interested in the conservation of the
oceans and their coastlines.
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