











You do want to be accepted by everyone else, but you get over it if you say
something stupid. It’s not that important unless you really, really like the girl
in class (Louis, 17 October 2000).

With girls here it just makes it a lot more embarrassing with stuff-ups (Tim, 17
October 2000).

When it was just guys you could say whatever and get away with it. And like
no one would care (Louis, 17 October 2000).

When it was just guys you could see a lot more people walking around with
scruffy hair styles and that stuff like that, they wouldn’t care about their sox
up or wearing longer shorts, and cooler hair styles (Louis, 17 October 2000).

Some of the guys try to show off and that a bit....like trying their best; making
sure people see them (Rod, 9 November 2000).

...if a guy’s mucking up and showing off the girls don’t really take any notice
and some of them like say “shut up” but do that “that’s stupid, be an idiot”
(Rod, 9 November 2000).

You know how um you have an all boys class and you all participate in it and
now they’re all afraid if the answer’s wrong they’re gonna be laughed at so no
one answer’s it anymore (Allen, 9 November 2000).

(Imagine what you used to feel like in the classroom, in the playground and
now) When it was just boys like you didn’t really care about it, but now ....
(Rod, 9 November 2000).

About like what you feel like and um but now with the girls here you just
think about it more like ...(Rod, 9 November 2000).

Like you wait and think if it’s the right thing to say or not (Rod, 9 November
2000).

I used to answer questions all the time. Now [ think about it a real lot more to
make sure they’re right (Allen, 9 November 2000).

Just in case of embarrassment if it’s wrong or anything like that (Allen, 9
November 2000).

You think about thing before you say it. I don’t answer questions that I know,
I just sit back and let someone else do it because just in case everyone laughs

at you (Rod, 9 November 2000).

Yer but um you wouldn’t really care (if it was just boys in the class), but with
girls you’d sort of go urg (Rod, 9 November 2000).

they think you’re a nerd and they won’t like you (Allen, 9 November 2000).
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Everyone is just too cool to do it (cheering at carnivals) now that the girls are
here (Micky, 13 December 2000)

They think that if they do that then the girls are gonna pick them out; don’t
like them; their nerds, cheering and carrying on, not so good (Micky, 13
December 2000).

No, when it was all boys it was full on; really into it; everyone did what they
wanted to do; screamed, carried on, yer so it was good (Micky, 13 December
2000).

Cause the girls are there; impress, have to impress, impress, impress all the
time, I think (Micky, 13 December 2000).

It’s not cool to hang with all boys; it’s not the thing to do (Micky, 13
December 2000).

It’s just mainly because the guys are trying to impress. They feel a lot more
secure if the girls give them attention. And if someone, a guy, thinks they’re
loved or liked by a girl they feel a lot better inside. But if they say something
really stupid in class then they’ll think that the girls hate them and they’ll have
a real low self-esteem (Louis, 17 October 2000).

It all comes down to being more self-conscious (5 October 2000).
I reckon it’s pure and simply embarrassment (Allen, 8 August 2000).
Because you would have got over it in about two minutes, but with girls you

kind of think “oh are they thinking about my stuff-ups in class?”” (Micky, 13
December 2000).
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Appendix 3
Girls Hold You Back a Step

Quotations from Interviews.

The boys compare themselves with the girls. They avoid producing in case it’s
compared (Mr Chris).

Cause the girls are thére, impress; have to impress, impress all the time, I think
(Micky, 13 December 2000).

There’s like a standard that the girls set, cause girls are probably renowned for
being smart compared to boys and um they set pretty high standards which us
boys should meet... (Simon, 13 December 2000).

Yer, I reckon there is a pressure, there is a standard that you have to meet or
exceed their expectations, in the academic area (Simon, 13 December 2000).

Yer, I felt more comfortable reading out loud when it was all boys. Because
now with girls I feel that if I don’t do this right then down hill I go again. So I
felt more comfortable when it was all boys (Micky, 13 December 2000).

Would that have mattered when it was all boys?

Not really, because you would have got over it in about two minutes, but with
girls you kind of think, “Oh are they thinking about my stuff ups in class?”
(Micky, 13 December 2000).

(with debating and girls) it’s really hard to compromise, to put it together
(Simon, 13 December 2000).

I reckon like brainy kids, like some of the brainy kids; like they’re not brainy
anymore. They’re more focused on the girls than what they were on the school
work..... They were focused on work before the girls got here and now they’re
not.... You know um you have an all boys class and you all participate on it
and now they’re all afraid if the answer’s wrong they’re gonna be laughed at
so no one answer’s it anymore (Allen, 9 November 2000).

How do you feel about yourselves now that girls are here?
When it was just boys like you didn’t really care about it, but now you do
(Rod, 9 November 2000).

Like you wait and think if it’s the right thing to say or not (Rod, 9 November
2000).

Um , well in Science like Mr W. he asks questions all the time, um, I used to
answer questions all the time. Now I think about it a real lot more to make
sure they’re right (Allen, 9 November 2000).
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You think about things before you say it... I don’t answer questions that I
know, I just sit back and let someone else do it because just in case everyone
laughs at you (Rod, 9 November 2000).

Yer, but um you wouldn’t really care, but with the girls you’d sort of go
urh...( Rod, 9 November 2000).

Yer, cause if like, you never know what girls are thinking because they’re the
opposite sex, they could be thinking different, like be smarter and be
answering every question (Allen, 9 November 2000).

I know that I’ve done better in an all boys classroom than with girls (Rod, 9
November 2000).

Now why is that?
Probably because a lot of the girls are smart, smarter, and therefore the
expectations of the teachers go up more (Rod, 9 November 2000).

Have you noticed, with girls in the class, any differences? Do they make you
feel different?

Yer. I don’t know, just feel a bit afraid a bit, something like that; shyness
comes into that (Jack, 11 September 2001).

There are people that can perform well under relaxed rules but there are
people who really need the discipline to get through their education to keep
motivated (Paul, 8 August 2000).

Ever since the girls have come a couple of years ago, none of us express
ourselves like we did,....... We don’t muck around and I suppose have as
much fun as what we did when it was just the boys, but we are a lot more
conscious of what others think now. And so we keep to ourselves (Bob, 7
September 2001).

We’re just scared to say what we feel, like with the girls, cause I don’t know,
what they’ll think of us, or what we think they’ll think of us. I don’t know,
people are just scared to say what they want to say (Jim, 7 September 2001).

I suppose we don’t give as silly answers as what we used to... (Bob, 7
September 2001).

Also if you’re scared of the girls have an opinion about something and you
have the opposite to that opinion, you’re scared to just say it, what they’ll
think of you. They’ll think, ‘Oh, you’re just an idiot.” And that they’re better
than you or whatever (Jim, 7 September 2001).

Like all the boys have gone off their work a bit now since Year 7 it was a lot
different then (Allen, 10 August 2000).
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The boys have taken more interest in the girls and what they look like and
what their school works like and all their marks have dropped (Allen, 10
August 2000).

I felt that I worked a lot better. I’'m in one of the classes with the girls in food
tech and maths. It’s a lot easier to work without them. I feel more confident
without them (Allen, 8 August 2000).

You’re afraid to speak out (with girls around), ....to say your opinions (Stan,
8 August 2000).

I don’t feel as confident as I did when it was all boys. I sort of hold back a bit;
don’t talk as much (Stan, 8 August 2000).

When the girls are hearing the speeches, you read straight from the palm cards
(Clem, 8 August 2000).

No, it’s the boys are being held back and the girls are going forward (Clem, 8
August 2000).

They’re afraid of what the girls will think of them (Stan, 8 August 2000).
Definitely, yer, the chick dominate it (English) (Chris, 5 October 2000).
They have a lot more confidence, I don’t know (Chris, 5 October 2000).

I think you were saying, Chris, that in the past there would have been guys
doing Three Unit and Related English, but these days there wouldn't be,
what'’s your reasoning there?

Because the girls are the first to be put into that and they get up there and they
dominate the subjects, probably more in numbers and that sort of thing, the
guys are probably intimidated by that sort of thing, or they want to get back
with their mates (Chris, 5 October 2000).

For our case (being from Papua New Guinea) you don’t want to make
mistakes (in front of the girls) (Dan, 5 October 2000).

What I’ve noticed is that a question gets asked you see half a dozen painted
finger-nails go up and only one or two blokes try to answer the question
(Oscar, 7 September 2000).

Not really basically, some of them are probably afraid to ask, like speak about
their opinions, a few of them just don’t think it’s the same any more, and don’t
really like being here I suppose. (Simon, 13 December 2000).
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When the girls came in Year 11, that’s when it changed. Like the girls knew
all the answers, they put their hands up and we just sort of looked; and when
the teacher asked the question we just expect the girls to do it. It’s sort of been
like that now (Pete, 7 September 2000).

The girls are more conscientious (Oscar, 7 September 2000).

The girls, like, they’ve got time for everything (Pete, 7 September 2000).
And girls talk better (Pete, 7 September 2000).

Because we’re ranked against the girls and they’re bringing in all the work,
they’re obviously much smarter than we are. Our ranking drops if we were an
all boys school we all learn at pretty much the same speed and that way we’d

be more equal the average would be higher (Oscar, 7 September 2000).

Cause when the girls come in the class with the boys it can be a distraction to
the boys. (Pete, 7 September 2000).

The inhibition thing again. Like I won’t answer a question cause it might be
wrong (Oscar, 7 September 2000).

So then you get a reputation for being a quiet person (Oscar, 7 September
2000).

Yer, it’s like Oscar said, people are quieter (Pete, 7 September 2000).

You have to behave now that the girls are here. You can’t say anything that
might offend the girls or something like that (Tim, 17 October 2000).

The competition levels have gone up (Mark, 17 October 2000).

I know some boys trying to impress the girls in science and stuff. Other people
just sit back and take it (17 October 2000).

So that’s why the guys don’t want to do it; they don’t want to go hard in front
of the girls (Tim, 17 October 2000).

Why do you think that (there’s only one boy in the debating team)?
The girls are more feisty ..... They’ve got more competition to play (Mark, 17
October 2000).

They’re just quick off the mark. They come back with more confidence (Mark,
17 October 2000).

It doesn’t affect me. But I have seen it. Like before the girls came guys would
volunteer the answer, but now they’re a lot more cautious unless they think it’s
absolutely right (Tim, 17 October 2000).
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When it was just guys you could say what ever and get away with it. And like
no one would care (Louis, 17 October 2000).

Some (girls) are really smart (Mark). Especially at our school (Louis, 17
October 2000).

If a guy pays you out you don’t take it to heart, but if a girl kind does then you
think about it a bit more (Tim, 17 October 2000).

The boys compare themselves with the girls. They avoid producing in case it’s
compared (Mr Chris).

I think the boys are now less free to offer a genuine response.

Mainly behaviour in class. Most of the boys are really smart arses, and carry
on so (Micky, 13 December 2000).

I felt more comfortable reading out aloud when it was all boys. Because now
with girls I feel that if I don’t do this right then down hill I go again (Micky,
13 December 2000).

I feel more confident without them (girls) (Al, 10 August 2000).

I don’t feel as confident as I did when it was all boys. I sort of hold back a bit,
don’t talk as much (Stan, 10 August 2000).

It’s also the friendships and stuff that you gain between sports mates and
things like that. And if you get along with the guys you play sport with, you’re
around them all the time, you’re better friends you feel more comfortable in
like the classroom (Jim, 7 September 2001).

I think that the boys hide behind things; they avoid having a go in case they
get knocked down. I have computer studies in mind particularly (Mr Chris).

In the co-ed classes the boys are 20 marks lower that the all boys class. The
girls make their presence known. They are more forthright. The boys sit back
before saying anything (Miss Jody).

The boys appear more reluctant to speak up in class now. They appear
concerned about what the girls will think of them. They don’t want to be seen
as unpopular with the girls. They don’t want to be seen as dorks or

fools...... less able students would be affected by the girls....I think the more
vulnerable kids would have their self-esteem affected by the girls coming.
These boys would have been less inhibited in the all boys environment. (Mr
Manning)
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Appendix 4

Academic Stuff

It took awhile to get used to, the girls (in the scholar) I dropped out for a
while, but then I thought to myself, “I want to do it so” (Micky, 13 December
2000).

Most of the boys are embarrassed now singing in front of all the girls cause
they must think that men aren’t supposed to sing (Micky, 13 December 2000).

I felt weird, being surrounded by a lot of girls singing; like an individual cause
there wasn’t very many boys when the girls came. Yer, so I dropped out then
(Micky, 13 December 2000).

The girls are a lot smarter at English (John, 7 September 2000).

They’re a lot more artistic (John, 7 September 2000).

More articulate (Oscar, 7 September 2000).

More expressive (John, 7 September 2000).

Like they get a bit more special attention. Some teachers are more lenient to
them (Mark, 17 October 2000).

Yer in English, that’s the sort of stereotype (John, 7 September 2000).

Especially in the scholar there’s about four or five men, the rest are all girls. I
don’t know about debating but I was in the debating team this year; I was the
only boy (Charles, 8 August 2000).

I reckon if it was still an all boys school they’d be pushing the top guys to be
doing top level English, and striving for excellence where as now that there’s
girls here just pushing all the girls; they show more interest (Louis, 17 October
2000).

But if I had to say, I would say that for a girl to get straight As or Bs, it’s a lot
easier for girls rather than for guys (Louis, 17 October 2000).

I don’t reckon that the boys have changed but girls, they’re better, like for
what they do in class they get some pretty good Board of Honours, compared
to what the boys get (Tim, 17 October 2000).

I suppose English, Religion definitely. Because they’re more opinion
orientated, rather than yes or no.
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How about Board of Honours?
They get it so much easier (Mark, 17 October 2000). I reckon that the girls get
it so much easier (Louis, 17 October 2000).

Probably me personally, if it was an all boys school I’d probably go for the top
level English, cause probably I used to be like one of the topish students and
now quite a few of the girls are come along and they’re more interested in
English and stuff like that so that they could kick me easily (Tim, 17 October
2000).

Yer, .....I was getting A’s all the time (for Board of Honour). And same last
year, but it’s sort of gone down and I’ve been getting B’s and C’s (Rod, 9
November 2000).

Yer, there’s more drive to, like you have to put.... I work a lot better; ....to get
up in the ranking (Oscar, 7 September 2000).

Since girls have come, a lot of girls, especially in the Food Tech; if a test is
out of 20 some of the girls get 21 out of 20 (Mark, 17 October 2000).

And especially when they first introduced co-education, they were so much
more lenient on girls; like if a girl did something bad it would be just like it
doesn’t matter but if a guy did it they’d make an example of the guy and really
get up him (Louis, 17 October 2000).

I reckon in all subjects other than Maths and Science, the girls are encouraged
to perform well, and strive for excellence (Louis, 17 October 2000).

I believe that there has been a fall in the academic prowess of boys in general
and I reckon that it is still dropping (Mr Kane).

Where we’re going, I don’t know. Males just seem to lack direction. (Mr
Kane)

[ think that the way the education system is set up suits girls. Girls are better at
keeping quiet and listening. And they tend to be better at handing things in;
boys are probably better at doing exams. I think the boys sense that girls are
more mature, and teachers probably relate better to girls who are acting more
maturely (Miss Jody)

“The girls don’t worry about lipstick or jewelry. They just get on with their
education.” (Miss Mary).

“For the boys in junior high-school, an all-boys school allows the boys to
become themselves”. (Miss Alison)
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I think that they sense the girls to be more articulate than the boys, though
they’re not necessarily of lesser ability (Mr Pearse).

Girls have a go and get results; they have good presentation and put in a
quality effort. Boys say to themselves that they're not prepared to do that (Mr
Chris).

It might be because they see the girls perform better. The boys seem to avoid
hard work. Before the girls came they didn’t realise what people could do (Mr
Vince). :

The boys don’t express themselves well verbally or in writing (Mr Chris).

The boys are the biggest smart alecs. They’re more immature (Mr Chris).

In Design and Technology (D & T) the boys participate better especially in
practical exercises. In'D&T they’re happy to work on their own. That’s not
true in theoretical exercises (Mr Chris).

The girls appear to have good study, working habits and listening skills. The
boys see the girls as so smart all the time, but it’s just they listen more
conscientiously (Mr Brian).

As a staff, I believe that we have been conscious of trying to keep the boys
involved in things like debating. We’ve been conscious of the boys not
wanting to volunteer for debating and public speaking. I like to encourage the
boys to get involved. But the boys are less confident than the girls (Miss
Anne-Marie).

[ think actually the girls in subjects like English and that the girls put in a bit
more work than boys did (Tim, 17 October 2000).

I just didn’t buy it. I noticed the girls were all in the top 50% of the class and
the guys pretty much predominately in the lower 50% of the class (Oscar, 7
September 2000).

When it was an all boys choir, I felt that there was a tradition, that being in a
single sex school choir back then that it was a better sound, like everyone was
singing that basically the whole school was singing, an all boys school. But
now everyone, now that its co-ed, now no one seems to care about singing and
that (Simon, 13 December, 2000).

I"d say there’s a pretty high percentage of girls and a low percentage of boys;
which I thought would happen too; that there would probably be more girl
involvement that boys involved, I know a few people who used to be in the
scholar and are not in it any more. (Simon 13 December 2000).
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So you think you would do better under an all boys regime rather than co-ed?
Yep, due to female dominated class and subjects, areas in the school such as
scholar (Chris, 5 October 2000).

Girls are better singers (Stan, 8 August 2000).

Usually the classes used to be really co-operative with the teacher, now
they’re really noisy (Allen, 8 August 2000).

What did you drop out of the scholar for?

I felt weird, being surrounded by a lot of girls singing, like an individual cause
there wasn’t very many boys when the girls came. Yer I dropped out then
Micky, 13 December 2000).

Most of the boys are embarrassed now singing in front of all the girls cause
they must think men aren’t supposed to sing... (Micky, 13 December 2000).

I think that maybe um the girls enjoy the bantering more; academic stuff like
the debating more than the boys and that. Boys that didn’t want to be in the
scholar because they didn’t want to seem like woosers in front of the girls and
that, I suppose (Charles, 8 August 2000).

Debating is a bit different, debating is more, you tend to get the girls that are
incredibly English orientated and they are better for the job, than a lot of the
males (Charles, 8 August 2000).

They’re smarter (Oscar, 7 September 2000).

More developed brains; the boys are just thinking about parties (John, 7
September 2000).

Because they like reading more than we do. Girls do a lot more reading than
guys. They read flippin magazines all day (Louis, 17 October 2000).
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